INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM

All praises are due to Allah (SWT), may peace and blessing of Allah be on His last Prophet and Messenger Mohammad as well as previous prophets and to all those who follow guidance till the day of Judgment. May Allah The Exalted guide us and show us the straight path, forgive us our trespasses and bestow on us His blessings and mercy, for He Is indeed The most Merciful and Of-forgiving. I must clearly tell you that I do not hold a religious office nor am I an authority on Islamic studies. With this work, I am only hoping to gain the satisfaction of Allah (SWT). 
I also aim to stimulate deep thoughts in you and present objectively to you in all humility some information regarding the Islamic faith that you may find valuable. 

I. Meaning of Islam
Islam means complete obedience and surrender to the orders and commands of the Only and Unique Creator that we Muslims call Allah. Islam is the only religion that bears the name of Almighty God (i.e. “Salaam”) which is one of God’s attributes meaning “Peace” and it covers all His other attributes. It means submission to the will and commands of Almighty God as it is only then one can gain peace (i.e. inner peace of the soul). In Islam, we use the word “Allah” to designate Almighty God since it has neither gender nor number; it is unique and exclusive (Qur’an 2:255 & 59:21-24). This unique denomination distinguishes it from the western term “God” which can change to “god”, “goddess”, “godfather”, “godmother”, etc. Allah is the proper name of Almighty God in the Semitic languages (i.e. the mother tongues of Moses, Jesus and Mohammed), peace be upon them all (See “What is His name” by Sheikh Ahmed Deedat). 
The basic teaching of Islam is grouped in five pillars (or acts of worship) and never ceases to emphasize in the Oneness of Almighty God and the fact that worship should follow prescribed rules ordained by Allah Himself. In all, it has to be a combination of knowledge, intention and action based on the rules set by the Creator Himself. An act of worship can be mental, physical, spoken or otherwise; all such actions will be rewarded. Below here is a brief description of the five pillars that every Muslim is expected to fulfill at least: 

1. The declaration of faith to God Almighty: it consists of recognizing and acknowledging the monotheistic nature of Allah. One should publicly and privately affirm that “There is no god but Allah (i.e. Almighty God) and Mohammad is His Messenger”.  Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him) taught Muslims to follow his exemplary life in every respect. One cannot be a Muslim until he states this fact in the presence of Muslim witnesses. For references see Qur’an 3:64; 33:40; 7:158 and Sahih Bukhari Vol. 1 Hadith No. 7; etc. 

2. The five daily prayers: a Muslim must perform the five daily prayers. These must be performed at specific times, corresponding roughly with dawn, noon, afternoon, sunset, and nightfall. The prayers can be made in any clean place, but it is preferable to pray them in congregation in a mosque, for these communal undertaking acts as a reminder that all Muslims are equal – there is no hierarchy whatsoever. When many people are praying together, it becomes clear that colour, economic status, social position, and other artificial distinctions have no importance to Allah. Muslims are commanded to stand together shoulder to shoulder and prostrate themselves before God Almighty. There is no exception to this whether one is King, Prince, rich, poor, man, woman, etc; it is for everyone. The practice of prayer elevates the individual to a higher level of morality, purifies his/her heart and help him/her to resist his/her desire to engage in forbidden activities. The Quran instructs the believers "Recite what is sent of the Book by inspiration to thee, and establish regular Prayer: for Prayer restrains from shameful and unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah is the greatest (thing in life) without doubt. And Allah knows the (deeds) that you do" (Quran 29:45). 

3. Fasting during the month of Ramadan: fasting according to Islam, means total abstention from food, drink, smoking, conjugal relationship and evil intentions from dawn to sunset for a period of one lunar month. It teaches love, sincerity and devotion. It develops patience, unselfishness, self-restraint, social conscience and willpower to bear hardship. It also gives the body a much-needed rest and improves one’s health by getting rid of excess weight (Qur'an 2:183-187). 

4. Zakah (the purification due): this is a proportionally fixed contribution (2.5% of specified minimum amount annually) collected from the wealth and earnings of the well to do and rich. It is spent on the poor and needy in particular and the welfare of the society in general. The payment of Zakah purifies one’s income and wealth and helps to establish economic balance to reduce resentment and envy between a society’s poor and rich classes. It also helps to achieve social justices in the society (Qur’an 9:60). 

5. Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah): this is an act of worship that is to be performed at least once in a lifetime, provided that one is physically fit and financially able to do so. During this time, Muslims meet from all corners of the world in an international congregation for the sole purpose of responding to the call of Allah. It also reminds the participants that all Muslims are equal irrespective of their geographical, cultural, or racial origins (Qur'an 2:197). 

The fundamental articles of faith in Islam are as follow: 

1. We believe in One God 'Allah', Supreme and Eternal, Infinite and Mighty, Merciful and Compassionate, Creator and Provider. He has power over everything and there is nothing like Him. Almighty God is The One and The only One worthy of worship and Master of the universe. He has neither beginning nor end, Unique, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Absolute, exists by Himself, Invisible, Immortal, neither Beget nor Begotten. He has no partner, nothing can be compared to Him and no physical description fits Him. 

2. We believe in all Messengers of God without any discrimination among them. Every known nation had a Warner or Messenger from God. All Prophets and Messengers were chosen by God to teach mankind and deliver His divine message. The Quran mentions the name of twenty-five of them. Among them Mohammad stands as the last Messenger and the crowning glory of the foundation of Prophethood:  “Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but (he is) the Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets: and Allah has full knowledge of all things” (Quran 33:40 and 2:285). 

3. Muslims believe in all scriptures and revelations of God. They were the guiding light, which the Messengers received to show their respected peoples the Right Path of God. In the Quran a special reference is made to the books of Abraham, Moses, David and Jesus. 
But long before the revelations has been lost or corrupted. The only authentic and complete book of God in existence today is the Quran (Quran 2:285)
4. We believe in the existence of Angels of Allah. They are purely spiritual and splendid beings whose nature requires no food, drink or sleep. They spend their days and nights in the worship of God (Quran 66:6). 

5. We believe in the last Day of Judgment. This world will ultimately come to an end someday, and the dead will rise to stand for their final and fair trial. People with good records will be generously rewarded and warmly welcomed to the Heaven of Almighty God and those with bad records will be punished and cast into Hell. “O mankind! Fear your Lord! for the convulsion of the Hour (of Judgment) will be a thing terrible” (Quran 22:1-2). 

6. Muslims believe in the timeless knowledge of God and His power to plan and execute His plans and nothing can happen in His Kingdom against His will. His knowledge and power are in action at all times and command over His creation. He is The most-wise and merciful, and whatever He does must have a meaningful purpose. If this is established in our mind and hearts, we should accept with good faith all that He does, although we may fail to understand it fully, or think it is bad. 

II. Belief in One God 

The belief in One God is imprinted in the inner soul of all children of Adam: “When thy Lord drew forth from the children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): "Am I not your Lord (who cherishes and sustains you)?"- They said: "Yea! We do testify!" (This), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: "of this we were never mindful" (Quran Chapter 7: 172). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said “every child is born with the pre-disposition to recognize and to worship Allah alone (Fitrah). It is his parents and the societies in which he lives that make him a Jew or Christian”. This shows that all children are born innocents and will ultimately worship Allah (SWT) without outside interference. Allah (SWT) states "The Religion before Allah is Islam (submission to His Will) ..." (Quran 3:19).
III. Islam and other Religion 
As stated earlier the term Islam applies to all divine messages preached by all Prophets and Messengers of Almighty God culminating with the final form (i.e. Quran) giving to the last Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). Islam being submission and surrender to the orders of the Creator that difference it from other religions named after their founders: Judaism (Juda), Buddhism (Gautama Buddha), Hinduism (Hindus), Christianity (Jesus Christ), Confucianism (Confucius), etc. Almighty God states categorically that Islam is the only true religion from Him and addressing mankind He states "... This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion (way of life) ..." (Quran 5:3). The Quran further says and this is equally important “If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah), never will it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost (All spiritual good)” (Quran 3:85). Islam is the religion preached and taught by all the prophets: from Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Isaac, Isma’il, Solomon, Aron, David, Jacob, Zechariah, Jesus, etc. to the final and last, Mohammed, (peace and blessings be upon them all). We Muslims believe in all these previous prophets and Messengers. We make no difference between one another among all of them as recommended by the Qur’an in the following chapters: 2:87; 2:135-136; 3:84-85, etc. We believe in their teachings and guidance but we reject the teaching of men such as Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Confucius and all others who have no divine basis for their claims or claims attributed to them. 

Allah (SWT) sent prophets and Messengers at different time and to different nations but all with one and unique message: that human beings should recognize Him and worship Him alone (See Quran 2:127, 128, 130, 132; 3:83 4:84; 16:36; etc). Islam, unlike, Judaism and Christianity is complete with the Prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH) whereas the former two are incomplete. Jews are still waiting for a prophet announced in the Torah (Old Testament, Deuteronomy Chapter 18: 15-19). On the other hand, Christians are also waiting for prophet announced in Injeel (New Testament) in the Gospel of John Chapter 14:16 and in other places. Judaism, Christianity and Islam are the only monotheistic religions. It is obvious today that the books/scriptures revealed to the prophets (Moses & Jesus, Peace be upon them both) have been long lost or distorted. 
Other religions are either based on paganism or anthropomorphism which makes no sense to any sane mind. Islam not only teaches to do good and eschew evil but it shows you actually how to practically do it.
IV. Development of Islam 

The development of Islam as we know it today started at the life time of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Just before Almighty God ended his mission, he wrote letters to different rulers, Kings and head of states calling them to surrender to the commands of Allah. Some copies of those famous letters are still in existence today. Since then Islam has spread all over the world and is practiced by no less than one and half billion of humanity. People of all nations, tribes, races and all social levels practice this faith and humble themselves daily to the Creator. 

Islam or paganism, the choice is entirely yours as most people waste life on arguing, desiring, trying to make logic of non logical, ignore all sings; in way, they want religion that fit their wishes and desire even though this may be nonsense!. 

I invite you to try to know more about Islam, I urge you to contact your nearest mosque or your Muslim friends and ask them all the questions that are bothering your mind. I also invite you to read the Qur’an and while doing so to be objective and fair, you will not find a better guidance. At this point you will realize that you’ve read many books but never like the Qur’an before. 

Finally we cannot withstand from quoting the Qur’an once more before we go: “Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after You have guided us, and grant us mercy from You. Truly, You are the Bestower.” “Our Lord! Verily, it is You Who will gather mankind together on the day about which there is no doubt. Verily, Allah never breaks His promise”. "Certainly, those who disbelieve, neither their properties nor their offspring will avail them whatsoever against Allah; and it is they who will be fuel of the fire" (Qur’an 3: 8-10). 
For further clarification and follow up, please contact:

Dawah Committee Kowloon Masjid <<km.dawahcomm@yahoo.com.hk>>

M. Ali <poukou@gmail.com>
